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1 ABSTRACT

In his book “The imaginary institution of Societifie French philosopher Castoriadis wanted to exylze
radical change of societies and their diversitye Sbcial imaginary matters, and explains sociahghaBut
what is it today? The Castoriadis’'s answer is nyaintriticism of the imaginary of the bureaucraticiety
(perfect anticipations). He hoped more autonomy. ptgose this interpretation of the imaginary of th
City: the main myths are personal strength, chgheee the reference is the Ulrich Beck’s book “Tis
society”) and individual happiness (the referenemdp the works of the French philosopher Lipoteyskye
are able to explain the discrepancy between pugiies (including city planning) and the real isbc
needs. It exists because the doctrines used lagd#ie “social imaginary significations”. The cemoed
fields are the beauty of cities, spatial segregaticomen in the city, environment and drugs...

2 INTRODUCTION

In his book “The imaginary institution of Societifie French philosopher Castoriadis tried to exptaicial
change thanks to social imaginary. We shall desdfile intellectual backdrop of the Castoriadis’'sksp
and set out his hypothesis. Then we shall propdsgathesis on the social imaginary “establishitig’ city
of today: the main myths are personal strengtmobdand individual happiness.

We conclude on the discrepancy between public iesliencluding city planning, and the real socieéds.
The used doctrines lag behind the social needsubecshese needs depend on “social imaginary
significations”, themselves elusive and always dfitagn Concerned fields are the beauty of citiestiap
segregation, women in the city, environment andjsiru.

3 THE INTELLECTUAL BACKDROP OF THE CASTORIADIS’'S WORK S

3.1 The French tradition in sociology

The French sociological tradition starts from Dwgkh. These authors were very much influenced by
anthropology. They took myths and culture veryaesiy, but they seem today unable to explain modern
societies. This can be illustrated by examplesaoidus books. The celebrated Mauss’essay “The igift”
brilliant but of no help to explain modern socisti&#he Bourdieu’s book “Distinction: a social ayite of the
judgment of taste” insists on the stratificationtbé French society and describes the signs altpwoen
distinguish upper and lower statuses. But as eslthe twenties, the American sociologist Sorokamned
that occidental societies are mixed for centuide, to vertical and horizontal mobility. Today iallshared:
tastes, fashion, spectacle ... (Lipovetsky, 2013) frere is the equalizing effect of risk, sinceenfpublic
goods are concerned, pollution, security, healtt{Beck, 2008). In the same way Bourdieu states ttieat
domination of men on women is fixed in culture dadguage. But he is unable to explain why women
struggle for new rights. They are often succeg&fiplotevsky, 2006).

The books of Roger Caillois remain very interestihg his book “Man and the sacred” he states that
periodical feasts allowing breaking taboos are @essity for societies, to re-establish their valuesd he
concluded that today these feasts should be raplacénevitable wars... But in modern societies thame
many feasts that are not (too much) violent. Fstaince, kitsch is a feast breaking the rules ofdhaatting

of tastes by brands and advertising (Lipovetskyn )another book, “Man, play and games” he stabed t
universality of game, taking four shapes: Agon (petition), Alea (chance), Mimicry and llinx (veray

He warns that there are excess and abuse... Butderm@ocieties everyone plays games. The choice mad
is “general deregulation” (Lipovetsky, 2013). Im®® cases, society opposes its own players, théategs

to players who deserve control (finance, teleconinations, health ...). Even the cities play gamesoi\g
(competition), Mimicry (when mid-sized cities imigathe most famous large cities). For instancég<in
China bet on economic growth whatever the consempgean environment are, while Boulder (Colorado) in
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the USA bets on struggle against any pollufibtowever, in this book written in the fifties, Qaik gives us

an explanation on modern societies: the cult ofssfthrough Medias, movies, fashion...) is described,
thanks to Mimicry and the author anticipates themidcratic imaginary”. In a competitive and egai#ar
society, the hopes of everyone are never achidgdhe cult of stars allows feeling as succesauhose at
the top.

Another interesting book is the Régis Messac'syesshe detective novel and the influence of sci@nti
thought”. The author quotes Edgar Poe: “The Unevéssa plot of God”. All things are linked togethsince
everywhere and always there are causes and effeltts .the myth of serendipity. The detective ubes
extraordinary abilities to break the enigma. Hénat the French sociological tradition explains enGulture
than Society appears. On Society, Messac saystlistytime in the detective novel is linear, agsiin all
the novels, except Proust's “In search of lost tignce in this novel, at the end, the main chimac
becomes a writer, achieving his quest). One carpaoento the Siegfried Kracauer's book “The detectiv
novel”. He extends the scope of his topic to Sgcittte detective novel displays the realm of thedR& hat

is to say, the capitalist society works and itneugh, the human fails but this is forgotten areldhestion
of the influence of Ethics on Law is not posed.

A last example is the book of the sociologist Faunad, “The responsibility”. He states that mythdl an
values (or culture) are the causes of Law. Decaeéare the publication of the famous book of Michel
Foucault “Discipline and punish” he shows the awtdwdilemmas of any theory of Law. However this book
is forgotten. Even if the idea of the influencenofths and values on Ethics and Law is very mucéveeit,
there is no word in the book on the role of Medihs,power of Opinion, the egalitarian ideal etc.

We conclude that the French sociological tradifioetween the two World Wars) rightly insisted ontisy
and values, their impact on Society, but failedescribe social change and the modern society.

3.2 The discovery of the consumers society. Theswmers society was anticipated by the Frankforb8ich
and discovered in the USA after the Second Worla.\@ame can quote the Kracauer's book “The salaried
masses” and other books on popular culture, lifengtropolises and movies. Adorno wrote books on
cultural industries. The discovery of the consumsssiety dates from the David Riesman’s book “The
lonely crowd”. One can also quote the Vance Packarssays on marketing, waste, the tastes of Aareric
people (pets, statuses, social climbing...) and #wy vich etc. In France the ideas of Mac Luhan were
popularized and modernity was described in the damkthe sociologist Edgar Morin “The spirit of the
time” (on popular culture), “The stars” and “Cinearathe imaginary man”.

4 THE CASTORIADIS’S THESIS

Castoriadis explains radical social change thawokshé social imaginary. All our actions, ordinary o
extraordinary involve “social imaginary significatis”. These social imaginary significations makeaup
“magma” which is coherent at some time. This ex@ahe “specificity” of a given society. The magisa

also “arbitrary”, meaning that it changes in a wdyjch is not determined.

In the Castoriadis’s works there are these chaiatits:

* He abandoned Marxism because the law of decregsiofifs is not observed (he was also an
economist).

« Being also a psychoanalyst he abandoned Freudiabésause this theory does not explain the
diversity of societies. But he kept the hypothesfs Oedipus complex, which explains the
socialization of the individual. The infant is sukted to a constant flow of images and
representations, and “selects” some of them to rapkeis (her) personality (character, vocation...).
The coherence of the “magma” grants that the socies are consistent: for instance, in our society
characterized by technological change, vocatioke linnovation (in a technological field),
technician and financier are coherent.

e The Castoriadis’s thesis is not merely a returthto“totality” of Marcel Mauss. He criticized the
“inherited thought” as being deterministic. He wahtto save the idea that social change is not
determined, but “arbitrary”, or unpredictable. Hepkd an evolution of society towards more

! Sometimes some games seem too violent, and aityappears which obtains the ban. A real foe ohesis ...
mathematics, since when mathematics discover theimg strategy, a game looses any interest (CsilR012).
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autonomy, rejecting “heteronomy”. Indeed, accordingCastoriadis, it is uneasy to “guess” or
“interpret” how the magma (of imaginary social sfgrations) changes. He criticized the myth of
the “bureaucratic society”, the perfect anticipasio Perfect anticipations are impossible.
Unpredictable events can always occur, as it has bated by Taleb in his famous book “The black
swan”. The most serious prospective will only prepscenarios without any given probability,
which cannot cover all that is possible. In techhierms, one can propose two scenarios with
unknown probabilities p1 and p2, and pl + p2 < I fimprecise information”. Add to this that the
theory on optimal decision in the context of impsednformation is only a mathematical theory in
progress... The consequence is that complex mod@lingrospective) is uneasily understood by
Opinion (also, it is sensitive to imaginary sigo#iions). To take an example, the scenarios of the
IPPC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change)useasily understood by Opinion. But the
“precautionary principle” is more understandableinly a qualitative reasoning (and corresponding
to some imaginary signification, prevention frore thorst environmental risks).

» Castoriadis did not forget economy. There are twtologies. One is practical, economic and
codified thanks to logics. It is Thought and Actiaodified and deterministic. This ontology is
ensemblist / identitarian. The other ontology tduiical / social, submitted to the social imagyrfar
The myths are “shored up” in economy and practmeiety and social change are explained only
when one considers the two ontologi@f course, what Castoriadis forecast (or hopedBficiety
did not occur. Instead of Revolution and its agdtiie workers councils), there was the Opinion
directed society, instead of participation, thersvgharing and a division of labor more and more
sophisticated, instead of autonomy, there weretgighhich are granted only if Opinion feels
concerned, instead of the end of privileges, theas the appearance of new privileges (like
visibility) ...But Castoriadis understood the rolesufcial imaginary and the end of the influence of
any transcendent doctrine

5 WHAT COULD BE THE “IMAGINARY INSTITUTION” OF THECI  TY?

There is no clear method to “interpret” the soai@ginary (concerning the City). One could haveotese

to analysis of Cinema, since it is the art of donet (Lipovetsky, 2013). In his two books on Cinertiarom
Caligari to Hitler: a psychological theory of Gemm@lm” and “Theory of film: the redemption of phgsl
reality”, Kracauer shows the metropolis as the @labere meetings occur, allowing anyone to contstrisc
(her) life! All depends on chance. Kracauer commented the&3umovie “The street” several times: the
main character is fascinated by the street, reptiegerisk and chance, but finally prefers secuatynome.

If myths are “shored up” in economy, chance shdmgldiccepted as a kind of value. Chance is evergaher
the economy of today: deregulation, refusal of ‘fu® big to fail” and venture capital... Regulatios i
required only when the failure of some actors wifiger other failures (effect of contagion). Iretfaleb’s
words, antifragility requires exposure to risk. Aoding to Lipovetsky other myths are individual pagess
and success, and equality. It is the consequencan dhdividualistic and democratic revolution ireth
seventies and eighties, generating the “second mibge Many movies show the narratives which camce
individuals, the dramas they live, the particulaolppems they meet and the dilemmas they cope with...
There are still privileges, but they are not popukor the Opinion, matter only equality and memiaxy.
The abilities of any individual are tested: he jdas to achieve success (here we see that mgHstared

up” in practice and economy) and also happiness.caelude that personal strength, chance, individua
happiness and success and equality are importatitsn{jn cities). Other myths exist like Feminity,
Manliness, Childhood, Maturity, Nature and Techggletc. but are subordinate to the most important
myths.

2 One can take the example of Ethics and Law (naitdeith by Castoriadis). The historical / sociait@ogy

determines Ethics. And Theory of Law is in accomamwith Ethics and submitted to the ensemblistehidarian

ontology. Theory of Law is part of codified knowtgsl(called Legein by Castoriadis). The difficulfiyTdheory of Law

is explained by the opposite characters of thedatologies.

% In the detective novel, according to Messac, tisemblist / identitarian ontology explains Socidtierefore crime is
only an enigma to be broken. If we take into actdhe historical / social ontology, crime has todtleically judged. It
is the point of view of Fauconnet.

* This includes anomic people who need to meet perepshare ideas and projects. They meet theheinity.
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6 THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN AUTHORITIES’ POLICIES AND S OCIAL NEEDS

The “imaginary social significations” matter and ig difficult to interpret them. Therefore their
consequences are uneasily understood. That is ldmg is a discrepancy between the authoritiescigdli
(including city planning) and the real social needs

This problem has two aspects:

According to Lipovetsky we have to create a sustam consumers society, and this project is
replete with double binds: production has to benalbmt, but not polluting, eaters should be
satisfied, but not fat, (hyper)consumption requitesng natural resources but they should be
preserved, Information Technologies should devélaipindividual liberty being preserved (it is the

stake of data privacy) etc. In a few words, thepfrtymodern society requires quality of life.

When science and technology create new devicesdliffiision generates unexpected social effects.
Sometimes Opinion, which is worried about some, isitkes a narrative (concerning the risk) of its
own, neglecting all that was said by experts inghst. Decisions follow. It is the appearance of a
“risk community” (Beck, 2008). Examples in Germaarg sulfur disseminated in the atmosphere by
plants and the decision to end nuclear productiareztricity after the Fukushima accident.

Some examples can be quoted:

Beauty of cities. We are at the time of “artist it@pm” (Lipovetsky, 2013). Beauty is required
everywhere in large cities. At least, ugliness @&ed. Elias Canetti in his book “Crowds and
power” remarks that Metamorphosis is an attributdPower. Therefore large cities, playing the
game of Agon (competition), wanting to be modelstartrigger dreams, are tempted to create new
quarters: it is spectacular, in particular when egasevent occurs in the city. There is a trend for
large cities to be covered with building sitesilasgtyears. What about the quality of life for those
living in these cities?

Spatial segregation. According to Lipovetsky whaatters is not all the people living in the
prestigious and nice places existing in the citig#sat matters is that youngsters can go to these
places, wearing Nikes or Pumas, to have fun tlenally what matters is jobs (for the youngsters).
Of course, all the places in cities have to be welliipped, which allows provision of basic services
But social mixing should be bearable, provided thatingsters have jobs and have access to
consumption (since it is their real desire). Indegghtial segregation has a bad effect according to
Jane Jacobs: those needing advices (to cope widrsaty) are away from those able to give these
advices. And this matters: according to Lipovetgiogay ethics is not forgotten but it has to be
painless because it involves narcissist peopleoftggsky, 2000).

It is better if there are fewer obstacles (thatbisay, if those needing advices are near those tabjive
advices).

Women in the cities. As there is a strong demanauo$eries, municipalities (and sometimes firms)
provide them. It allows women working while haviagd raising kids. Perhaps in doing so one
favors a society of single men and women raisinig kBeck, 2008). Often women who do not work
and divorce, raising one or several kids, fall ipewerty. They are numerous, benefitting from docia
assistance. It is a consequence of the strongitagah imaginary”. Women want to be equal to
men, working while having kids. Beck forecast a fvietween genders” as a consequence of this
strong women ‘desire for equality.

Environment. Municipal authorities have the chdiegween two policies, preserving environment
or not. Of course the choice is political and ...&eml. Many cities are active in this field: clean
public transportation, attrition of car traffic,duction of carbon dissemination in the atmosphere,
public gardens and even measures in favor of bévslity... They have made up a world association.
Indeed, the artificiality of the City has won (asbt in large cities). Nature is a myth suborditate
the myth of individual happiness, which is achievednks to hyperconsumption. That is to say,
some “natural products” are good for health, langses provide décor for holidays and remote
places allow nice movies etc. Nature is more angtrayth in many mid-sized cities. All this has bad
consequences if we consider the future: Opiniomlshiake seriously the stake of saving the Planet,
in particular when global warming is concerned.
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* Drugs. Today Opinion has not made some clear chomecerning drugs. In general repression is
approved, but this could change. Let us recall ttere are two shapes of liberalization:
decriminalization (sales of drugs are not punishet] legalization (sales of drugs are licit and
organized under the control of the State). Foraimst, in the USA two States, Colorado and
Washington have liberalized drugs. Another stake'sigpervised injection sites”, which are
permitted in several European countries (Germahg, Nletherlands ...). It is controversial. In some
cities people refuse the opening of such sitese Mar see myths in conflict. On one side, the myth
of the second modernity being individual happinedisthat allows individual happiness, including
use of drugs, should be permitted. On the other, $itk myth dating from the first modernity is self
control (Lipovetsky, 2013). Using drugs is disapw because it is a lack of self-control since
health is supposed to be destroyed. Lipovetskyeagutie criteria of women’s beauty: it remains
thinness, which means self-control.

7 CONCLUSION

We have insisted very much on the works of autlikesCastoriadis or Kracauer, who knew and analyzed
the first modernity. This is justified, because sigeond modernity is only the accentuation of dares of
the first modernity, individualism, search for hamgss and equality ... (Lipovetsky, 2013).

We conclude examining the role of Technology.

At the time of the first modernity, Technology wage of the main myths, since it was the meansliceae
an abundant production and win shortage. Todathéatime of the second modernity) Technology iseror
myth submitted to other ones like individualism drappiness: Technology is valued as a means teathi
health, beauty, allowing nice trips and attractyectacles etc. An example is when a drone fliesngm
birds, shooting images of them and the ground.

The first to study life in the metropolises (authtike Simmel and Benjamin) noticed that peopl@tivin
cities are submitted to “shocks”. The citizens pdhe shocks thanks to indifference, blunting coldrery

(or coquetry) according to Simmel. According to Bemin the remedy to shocks is ...shocks, which can be
found in movies or architecture in glass. Today neays to look at the physical reality appear: dsone
shooting images, special effects and visual effettmovies, computer graphics, creation of imaginar
worlds generated by computers for videogames, @srfeted on the bodies of sportsmen or animals3ind
television or movies... Perhaps there is the appearaha new “perception” of the urban environmepnt b
citizens, allowing overcoming the “shock” of urbée (Fuzessery, 2008).

An example is the serious game Blockholm, organizgdhe municipality of Stockholm. They use the
virtual platform of a very popular videogame, Miraft. It allows building “blocks” to obtain a viral
environment, in which the player plays the gamer@hare several modes, the player has to survivie, o
win monsters etc.). A player playing the game Blatkn acquires a plot and builds the building he twam

it. The virtual environment replicates the siteStbckholm. The result will be a kind of virtual Skinolm.
The most beautiful buildings will be converted immck-ups and shown in an exhibition (Geoinfornstic
2014). Itis taking into account the imaginary dmsion of the city. The result of this serious garoeld
show the dreams triggered by some city, which gpeessed in the buildings imagined by the players.

It is an example of exploring the imaginary dimemsiof the city (in the field of architecture). More
generally, the “reflexive modernity” (Beck, 200&8quires examining the “social imaginary signifioas”
of the City and their consequences. It is a comdlito remove the discrepancy between authoritielcips
and real social needs.
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