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È from the regulatory approach (land -use regulation) to the 
«soft» (Faludi , 2010) and «synaptic » (Scoppetta, 2012) 
dimension of planning theory;  

È 3 (interrelated) research paths explored since the end of the 
ô70s: networking, governance, rescaling ; 

È European policies and visions :  learning dimension  as a basis 
for further implementation, physical and social aspects strictly 
inter -connected 

but  
a òstellaró distance still  remains between  urban  
planning  and social practices, formal  projects  and 
true life,  òshadowó and official  «production»  
(Lefebvre,  1974) of  urban  space, and the continue  
irreducible  re-emerging  of  what  formal  planning  
tends to exclude (de Certeau, 1980).  



È difficulties in abandoning a (also professional)  òmythicaló 
role  of planner  by making space for further social actors; 

È planners (and academic research) too often «intricately 
involved  in framing and re -framing property markets » 
(Adams & Tiesdell, 2010) ; 

È bureaucratic and sectoralised administrative context  (too 
often collusive or, at least, concentrated in preserving its 
fragment of corporative power);  

È  each administrative step can correspond to a «dis-
regulation » (Donolo , 2001): a hypertrophic characteristic of 
formal system, used by particularist  circles ; 

È the latter strengthen their power of intermediation and the 
production of non -decisive regulations: preserving ad 
infinitum  their power by multiplying the opportunities that 
allow the mediators to mediate .  




