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Introduction: Background of Topic 

ÁFunctions of existing and emerging forms of urban gardening 
in European cities in times of social, economic and climate 
change with special emphasis on ageing societies 

ÁTwo research backgrounds: 

 
 
 
 
 
Research work about living 
preferences of aged persons 
and about the future of the 
existing housing stock  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
European  research network 

COST Action TU1201 Urban 
Allotment Gardens in 

European Cities  
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COST Action Urban Allotment Gardens  

Á31 participating European countries plus New Zealand as  
International Partner Country 

ÁGender Balance: 
Á99 female, 68 male Ą 60% female 

Á Involvement of stakeholders and practitioners  
Á5 organisations for allotment or hobby gardeners  
ÁDiverse municipalities from different countries  

Á30 Early Stage Researchers plus 19 PhD students  

Á167 individuals nominated from over 90 institutions 
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Mission of COST Action TU1201 Urban 
!ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛŜǎΧ  
 
Χƛǎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ relevance of and challenges 

for urban (allotment) gardens in Europe from four 

research perspectives: 

1. Urban Development and Policy 

2. Sociology 

3. Ecology 

4. Urban Design 
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Outline 
 

1. Introduction/Background 

2. About ageing 

3. Future Challenges and the 
Functions of Urban 
Gardening 

4. Examples  

5. Conclusion  

 

Photo: Martin Sondermann 
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What do we know about Ageing: Ageing-quotient  2013 



REAL CORP 2015îGhent îFox-Kämper 7 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

2013

2050

What do we know about Ageing: Ageing-quotient 2013 and 2050 
P

e
rc

e
n
t 



REAL CORP 2015îGhent îFox-Kämper 8 

What do we know about ageing:   
Results of a survey of people aged 60 and over  
in four German Cities by ILS and IOER Research Institutes 

photo: ILS 
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Á Conducted in  

Á Dresden (apr. 500,000 inh.), Dortmund  (apr. 580,000)  

Á Döbeln (apr. 22,000 inh.) , Arnsberg (78,000 inh.)  

Á Survey 
Á 15,550 participants aged 60 to 90  
Á 4,769 evaluable questionnaires 

Á Some results from Dortmund  

Á On average interviewees lived in their 
flat since 29 years! 

Á 65 % of the interviewees intended to stay where they lived  

What do we know about ageing:   
Results of a survey of people aged 60 and over  
in four German Cities by ILS and IOER Research Institutes 

photo: ILS 


