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The effects of Climate Change in Austria
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Localheavy precipitation Flood Heat

Lack of snowRetreat of glaciers Alteredplant development
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http://diepresse.com/home/panorama/klimawandel/747016/Gesundschrumpfen-der-osterreichischen-Gletscher


Consequences for the Alpine area
and tourism

Temperature changes
at global level
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Temperature changes
in Austria

Heat days in Vienna:
Å9,6 days per year (1957 -1976) 
Å11,25 days per year (1977 ï1996) 
Å19,45 days per year (1997 ï2016)
ÅForecast 2040: evey 4th day a heat day

(Kromp -Kolb et al. 2007). 



The Ăoldñ Sommerfrische

> A move of some weeks or 
months away from the heat
of the town to the 
recreating country side in 
summertime .

> A longer stationairy stay in 
a close circle of family, 
relatives and friends rather 
at a regularly visited places 
than alternating places 
during the summer monthñ 
(Schmidt -Lauber 2014, 21)
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The historic concept of ĂSommerfrischeñ

> In summer : relocation for several weeks or
months from the hot city to cooler rural areas

> Summer destinations were :

Å Reachable by railway

Å Neither too steep nor too flat

Å Availability of Ădomesticized ñ nature & culture

Å Activities : focus on Ăslowing downñ & relaxation : 
swimming , short walks , concerts , socialising
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Research questions

> The role of urban heat waves for tourism ?

> Adaptation towards a Ănewñ Sommerfrische?

> Potential for Sommerfrische destinations ?

> Possible adaptation strategies for destinations ?


